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April, 1739, which is addressed to the Supreme Council at
Pondichery. It runs thus:

It has been two days since we received the new rupees
struck at Murshidabad, in the name of Nadir Shah. His
authority is recognised right up to the extreme eastern
limit of the Empire, We are so far unaware as to the
intentions of the new Emperor as regards the European
nations. Is he going to leave us in peace to enjoy our
privileges or is he going to deprive us of them? We are
not absolutely sure as to his attitude in this regard. It is
on account of this that we are obliged to address you to
lay down a definite course of conduct to be pursued by us.
It is possible that the new Emperor may desire us to
demolish our factory here; or he may appoint a new
faujdar of the villages now under our control, and demand
revenues and put us under his jurisdiction. He may pre-
tend to have the right to impose fresh custom duties on
our goods or increase the tariff according to the esti-
mate of his officers; he may as \vell question the validity
of our 'dastaks* (passports). If the new faujdar demands
us to pay a large sum for the continuation of our privileges
or just for the sake of exacting money from us, what then
should be our attitude? If he asks Monsieur Dupleix to
go to Delhi to do homage to the new Emperor or send a
deputation to wait on him, what are we expected to do?
We hope these suppositions will not come true, but to be
on sure ground, it is necessary for us to know your inten-
tion beforehand so that \ve may be confident of our
position.1

The reply of the Supreme Council of Pondichery, dated
26th June 1739, shows even greater anxiety felt in such a
distant outskirt of the Empire as the Carnatic. It runs:

We have received the new rupees struck in the name of
Nadir Shah. It is really surprising that such a great revo-
lution should have been accomplished with such rapidity.

1 Correspondence du Conseil Superieur de Pondichery aoec le Conseil de Chemdernagore^
Tome II, p. 94.